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GREETINGS FROM THE UNIVERSITY PRESIDENT 
 

Welcome to the Aga Khan University, a university dedicated 

to empowering people with the knowledge, skills and values 

to guide their own destinies, and to make their rightful 

contributions as members of a global community. From the 

mandate of its charter, to the reality of its people, 

programmes and sites, AKU is an international university, 

operating in Pakistan, Afghanistan, Kenya, Tanzania, 

Uganda and the United Kingdom. An agency of the Aga 

Khan Development Network, the University has built over 

four decades a reputation for excellence in teaching, learning, 

research and health care delivery, and for catalyzing positive change. We are proud of the role 

our graduates play in improving institutions and quality of life around the world. 

 

Our faculty and staff share in the pride of our graduates, as today we recognize their mastery of 

their field of study, which, at AKU, means mastery at an international standard.  To the 

graduates and their families: this is a day of great celebration.  We know that you have earned 

your degree through dedication, hard work and meritorious performance. Congratulations. 
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SCHOOL OF NURSING AND MIDWIFERY 
 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN NURSING 

  
Abrahamu Revocatus Mwifa 

Bakari H Baruti 

Bugumba Jagadi Kassile 

Caroline Kumbi 

Catherine Fabian Ninalwo 

Deograsia Joachim Mgina 

Edina Mbwilo 

Elice Kajuna 

Eva Donatus Nzigilwa 

Henry Peter Sikay 

Isaya Daniel Sibora 

Laurence G Moshi 

Lema E Apaifura 

Leticia Mwenisongole 

Lucia S Leonard 

Macrina Kihika Mussa 

Manswabu Sharifu Ally 

Mwajuma Hamad 

Mwanahadiya H Omar 

Nasra Said Soud 

Ngabo Lukanga 

Regina Benson Waitati 

Salima Kh Ally 

Salum Selemani 

Saumu Msangi 

Sharifu Hassan Janga 

Simion Jonas Madia 

Sylivester Elias Mashimba 

Tainoi Kayu 

Tereza Ifa Ogada 

Tereza P Musira 

Upendo Jacob Lyimo 

Witness Alex Msilu 

Zena Anderson 
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MEDICAL COLLEGE 
 

MASTER OF MEDICINE 

 

Family Medicine 
 

Anthony Baltazary Ngowi 

Sumayyah Nasiruddin Saudin 

 

General Surgery 
 

Abduel Julius Kitua 

Shabbir Murtaza Adamjee 

 

Internal Medicine 
 

Mabula Mussa Mabelele 

Mukasa Mohammed 

 

Obstetrics and Gynaecology 
 

Gregory Stanslaus Ntiyakunze 

Vicky Ndunguru Kapesi 
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INSTITUTE FOR EDUCATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
 

MASTER OF EDUCATION 

 

Abidrabo Sunday 

Adera Norah 

Adrabo Atiku Robert 

Alam Jacob Nsana 

Ambrose Albogast 

Anziku Sunday Oyeeson 

Apio Grace 

Aziku Dan Silvanus 

Bako Jane 

Caleb Kaleli Kisangau 

Chanzera Mary Sada 

Charles Oando Opole 

Charles W Mbunga 

Driciru Ketty 

Edwin Okumu Ogalo 

Erick Katana Karisa 

Francis Gaspar Sasu 

Frolence Lwegoshora Paschal 

George Nyaboga Nyarieko 

Godfrey Joseph Shirima 

Irene Maganga 

Jacqueline Achieng Dianga 

Johnberry Daniel Manyonyi 

Julius Odongo Mireri 

Juma Hamza Mwebondo 

Kadondi Sofia 

Katumwebaze Naome 

Kessia Kiwia 

Khadija Ismael 

Konyio Gobbi Rebecca 

Leonard Namala Ndyakowa 

Letaru Fortunate 
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INSTITUTE FOR EDUCATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
 

MASTER OF EDUCATION 

 

Luciana Marwa Hanson 

Mane Flavia Eriku 

Maurice Jumba Mande 

Mlekwa Mang'ula 

Munduga Mario Aruku 

Murabu Hope Prudence 

Nemes Danstan Benguye 

Nyandwi Joachim Michael 

Odul John Robert 

Okumu Sadadi Sebbi 

Okwaimungu Joe Ken Wilfred 

Olega Swal Musa Amin 

Omollo Simon Onyango 

Ouma Silas Otiende 

Patience Akoth Aloo 

Prosper Elirehema Akyoo 

Purity Kajuju Mburung'a 

Raphael Mugho Maghanga 

Regina Fumbuka 

Samson Masawa 

Samson Oduor Otieno 

Sara Agnes 

Shitemi Khakhuli Consolata 

Simon S.M. Matondo 

Steve Biko Abudho 

Tindyebwa Alex David 

Tryphon Damas Kayumba 

Wambura Mhoni 

William Kathithe 

Willy Japhet Mhagama 

Yahaya Mussa Mdidima   
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UNIVERSITY AWARDS OF DISTINCTION 
 

AWARD OF DISTINCTION 

Recognise individuals who have contributed constructively and consistently  

to the development of the University 
 

Dr Adil Hussain Haider 

Medical College, Pakistan 
 

Dr Eunice Wambui Ndirangu-Mugo 

Medical College, East Africa 

 

AWARD OF EXCELLENCE IN TEACHING  

Recognise sustained excellence in teaching and teaching leadership at the University 

 

Dr Muhammad Rizwan Khan 

Medical College, Pakistan 

 

AWARD OF EXCELLENCE IN RESEARCH 

Recognise research achievements and contributions to the development of  

a strong research culture at the University 

 

Dr Shabina Ariff 

 Medical College, Pakistan 
 

 Dr Sarah Saleem 

Medical College, Pakistan 
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UNIVERSITY AWARDS OF DISTINCTION 
 

INNOVATION IMPACT AWARD OF DISTINCTION  

Recognise significant contributions to bring impactful change in the University 

 

Dr Muzdalifat Salim Abeid 

 Medical College, East Africa 

 

UNIVERSITY CAREER RECOGNITIONS 
 

DISTINGUISHED UNIVERSITY PROFESSOR   

Recognise distinguished services rendered and outstanding contributions to the University 

 

Dr Asad Jamil Raja 

Medical College, East Africa 

 

PROFESSOR EMERITUS / PROFESSOR EMERITA 

Recognise distinguished services rendered and outstanding contributions to the University 

 

Dr Fauzia Anis Khan 

Medical College, Pakistan 
 

Dr Carl G. Amrhein 

 Faculty of Arts and Sciences, Pakistan 
 

Dr Anwar Ali Siddiqui 

 Medical College, Pakistan 
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UNIVERSITY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

  

Mr. Zakir Mahmood, Chairman 

Former President and Chief Executive Officer, Habib Bank Limited 

  
Princess Zahra Aga Khan 

Member, Aga Khan Development Network Board of Directors 

  
Dr Lisa Anderson 

Former President, American University in Cairo  

  
Dr M. Elizabeth Cannon, OC 

President Emerita, University of Calgary 

  
Dr Julie A. Freischlag 

Chief Executive Officer, Atrium Health Wake Forest Baptist,  

Dean, Wake Forest School of Medicine 

Chief Academic Officer, Atrium Health Enterprise 

 
Mr. Justice Muhammad Junaid Ghaffar 

Judge, High Court of Sindh 

 
Mr. Badaruddin F. Vellani 

Senior Partner, Vellani & Vellani 
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UNIVERSITY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
  

Mr. Naguib Kheraj, CBE  

Chairman, Rothesay Limited 

Chairman of Petershill Partners 

Adviser to Queensway Group 

  
Mr. Amin Mawji, OBE  

Diplomatic Representative, AKDN Kenya and Uganda 

Former Partner, Ernst & Young 

  
Dr Afaf Meleis 

Dean Emerita and Professor of Nursing & Sociology, University of Pennsylvania &  

Professor Emerita, University of California, San Francisco 

  
Honorable Mohamed Chande Othman 

Former Chief Justice, Tanzania 

  
Dr António Manuel Bensabat Rendas 

Former Rector, NOVA University of Lisbon 

  
Dr Sulaiman Shahabuddin 

President and CEO, Aga Khan University 
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GREETINGS FROM ALUMNI AFFAIRS 
 

Congratulations on your graduation and for completing a challenging journey embarked 

upon years ago.  

Although your days as a student at AKU may officially be over, you will always remain a 

valued member of the AKU family.  

At this landmark 40th Anniversary Convocation, we welcome you as a member of the Aga 

Khan University Alumni Association. Its membership includes all graduates of AKU, who 

are making an impact in more than 50 countries around the world. As an alumnus/alumna 

you will benefit from this extraordinary community of AKU alumni that will provide 

lasting friendships, and opportunities for professional and social networking.   

The Office of Alumni Affairs looks forward to staying in touch as you embark on this 

exciting new journey. Working closely with alumni, we organise a rich variety of 

programmes, activities, and reunions for our alumni community. 

We also keep you updated through diverse communications, including the AKU alumni 

webpages (www.aku.edu/alumni) and through social media, where you can follow news 

from your campus. We encourage you to create a LinkedIn profile which will help you to 

expand your professional links with AKU and with your fellow alumni. 

AKU benefits enormously from the continuous involvement of its alumni. Many are faculty 

and staff, others are volunteers, mentors, and donors, who share their expertise, advice and 

support to advance the mission of their alma mater.     

Today, as you join a community of inspiring and outstanding alumni, we know that you, 

in your own way, will make an impact and carry forward the mission and values of AKU.    

Congratulations, once again!  

To reach us anytime, please email us at alumni@aku.edu. 

  

http://www.aku.edu/alumni
mailto:alumni@aku.edu
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THE AGA KHAN UNIVERSITY 
 

The Aga Khan University is a pioneering institution of higher education, research and 

health care delivery that works to improve quality of life in Asia, Africa and beyond. We 

educate leaders, generate life-saving knowledge and set an example that raises standards in 

the societies in which we work. We empower women, serve the disadvantaged, enhance 

appreciation of pluralism and partner with renowned organizations and the public sector 

to address problems that affect millions of people.  

  

A not-for-profit institution, AKU was founded in 1983 by its Chancellor, His Highness the 

Aga Khan, who charged it with “preparing men and women to play constructive, 

worthwhile and responsible roles in society” and with “setting the highest standards 

possible, whether in teaching, in research or in service.” 

  

AKU began life as a health-sciences university. With Schools of Nursing and Midwifery, 

Medical Colleges and an array of health-focused research centres, it has been ranked among 

the world’s leading universities in several fields of medicine, and has had a transformative 

impact on the nursing profession. Having expanded substantially both geographically and 

academically since its founding, the University is now also well-known for its efforts to 

improve primary and secondary education through its Institutes for Educational 

Development and the AKU Examination Board; for the scholarly excellence of its Institute 

for the Study of Muslim Civilisations in London; and for the journalists and media leaders 

educated by the Graduate School of Media and Communications in Nairobi. Its newest 

academic entity, the Faculty of Arts and Sciences in Karachi, offers a multidisciplinary 

undergraduate education in the humanities, social sciences and natural sciences.  

  

Research at AKU focuses on pressing issues facing low-income countries and is frequently 

published in leading journals. The Aga Khan University Hospitals are among the largest 

private health care providers in East Africa and Pakistan, caring for more than 2 million 

patients annually, many of whom earn only a few dollars a day. The University has been 

the first to achieve numerous international accreditations in the countries in which it 

operates.  

  

With the graduation of the Class of 2023, AKU has awarded nearly 20,000 degrees, 

diplomas and postgraduate medical certificates since inception. Our alumni go on to make 

a difference in their home countries and to study and work at eminent institutions around 

the world. We are deeply proud of our graduates, who inspire us to continue striving to 

fulfill our Chancellor’s vision of a university “on the frontiers of scientific and humanistic 

knowledge, radiating intelligence and confidence, research and graduates, into flourishing 

economies and progressive legal and political systems.” 

  

  

aku.edu 
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THE UNIVERSITY SEAL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Seal of Aga Khan University is a visual representation of the 

principles inherent in the founding of the University. 

 

The circular form of the Seal, with its different levels of imagery 

contained in concentric circles, has its visual roots in the rosettes of 

early Islamic periods. 

 

The circle also symbolises the world and reflects the internationality 

of Aga Khan University. At the centre of the Seal is a star, or sun. 

Light is a universal symbol for the enlightenment that education 

provides. The light emanating from the star is also symbolic of Nur 

(Divine light). 

 

The star incorporates 49 points to commemorate the University’s 

founding by His Highness Prince Karim Aga Khan, the 49th Imam of 

the Shia Imami Ismaili Muslims. 

 

The outer ring circumscribes a Qur’anic Ayat (3:103) rendered in 

classic Thuluth script and reads as follows: 

 

And hold fast, 

All together, by the rope 

Which God (stretches out for you), 

And be not divided among yourselves, 

And remember with gratitude 

God’s favour on you: 

For ye were enemies 

And He joined your hearts 

In love, so that by His grace, 

Ye became brethren 
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ACADEMIC REGALIA 

 

Aga Khan University’s academic regalia is a unique interpretation of the traditional 

academic cap, gown and hood. The University’s head gear and gowns are called the 

Jamiapoash. This term is derived from the Arabic jamia, meaning ‘institution of higher 

learning’, and the Persian poash, meaning ‘apparel’. The Jamiapoash comprises a Khila’at, 

meaning ‘robe of honour’ in Arabic and a Sirpoash, meaning ‘headwear’ in Persian.  

 

The Khila’at is the outer robe, very much like a qabaa or jubba, worn in many countries of 

the Middle East and North Africa, or a chugha, worn in parts of Pakistan and India. It is 

an unpleated, unflared, calf-length overgarment, with bell-shaped short sleeves, which can 

be closed at the front if desired.  

 

The Sirpoash brings together a turban and a kulah, the two most distinctive forms of 

headwear worn historically throughout the Islamic world, with a tassel on the right. 

 

The Jamiapoash has been designed to symbolise the identity of the University. The basic 

colours of green and white have been derived from the official seal of the University while 

the decorative elements have been taken from the calligraphy, motifs and designs used in 

the architecture and interior design of the institution. 

 

Distinctive motifs have been embroidered along the front of the Khila’at, on the arms and 

cuffs, and on the back using different colours on a variety of backgrounds. Their 

arrangement serves to identify the ranks of members of the University such as the 

graduands, members of faculty, members of the Board of Trustees, the Chief Guest and the 

Chancellor. 

 

Graduate and undergraduate gowns have a six-centimetre braid bearing a green motif on a 

white background with heavy gold lines on either side of the braid running along the face, 

back collar and continuing around the base of the gown and cuffs. Each arm bears a vertical 

green motif on a white background trimmed in gold. The Master’s gown is distinguished 

from the Bachelor’s gown by adding a second set of heavy gold lines; the Doctoral gowns 

have a third set of gold lines that run along facing, back collar and the base of the tunic and 

cuffs.  Diploma graduands wear a green tunic with a white fabric trim. The robes of the 

members of faculty have an additional braid in gold along the front and on the cuffs, with 

a gold motif on the arms and at the back. The Board of Trustees’ gown has a second gold 

band on the front and on the cuffs alongside the decorations of the faculty dress. The Chief 

Guest’s robe is distinguished by very elaborate gold embroidery on a teak brown 

background. The Chancellor’s gown is unique in its gold embroidery on a white robe. 

 

The colour coding of the Sirpoash for each rank follows the colour combination of the 

Khila’at and its embroidery, with the higher ranks being distinguished by gold bands. The 

regalia is worn during Convocation, graduation and other formal and ceremonial occasions. 
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TANZANIA NATIONAL ANTHEM 
 

Mungu ibariki Afrika God bless Africa 

Wabariki Viongozi wake Bless its leaders 

Hekima Umoja na Amani Wisdom, unity and peace 

Hizi ni ngao zetu These are our shields 

Afrika na watu wake. Africa and its people 
  

Chorus: Chorus: 

Ibariki Afrika, Ibariki Afrika Bless Africa, Bless Africa 

Tubariki watoto wa Afrika. Bless us, the children of Africa 

Mungu ibariki Tanzania God bless Tanzania 

Dumisha uhuru na Umoja Grant eternal freedom and unity 

Wake kwa Waume na Watoto To its women, men and children 

Mungu Ibariki Tanzania na watu wake. God bless Tanzania and its people 
  

Chorus: Chorus: 

Ibariki Tanzania, Ibariki Tanzania Bless Tanzania, Bless Tanzania 

Tubariki watoto wa Tanzania. Bless us, the children of Tanzania 

 

EAST AFRICA COMMUNITY ANTHEM 

 

Chorus 

Jumuiya Yetu sote tuilinde 

Tuwajibike tuimarike 

Umoja wetu ni nguzo yetu 

Idumu Jumuiya yetu. 

 

Ee Mungu twaomba ulinde 

Jumuiya Afrika Mashariki 

Tuwezeshe kuishi kwa amani 

Tutimize na malengo yetu. 

 

Uzalendo pia mshikamano 

Viwe msingi wa Umoja wetu 

Natulinde Uhuru na Amani 

Mila zetu na desturi zetu. 

 

Viwandani na hata mashambani 

Tufanye kazi sote kwa makini 

Tujitoe kwa hali na mali 

Tuijenge Jumuiya bora. 
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